•What has stood out to you so far from the
series?

Point

•Review: what are the three parts of Inductive Bible Study?
1. [Observation: What Does it Say? (“Looking”)]
2. [Interpretation: What Does It Mean? (“Learning”)]
3. [Application: How Does It Apply to Me? (“Living”)]
How would you define Interpretation in your own words?
[Interpretation is an explanation of what has been observed.
We must first determine what the author intended it to mean
to his original audience before we can determine what it
means to us. In Other Words… Interpretation is bridging gaps
between the Biblical world and our world]
•Using the notes from the Point on Sunday, take a moment to
define each of the following gaps, and after you define it,
discuss why and how it is important to bridge this gap.
•Chronology Gap [the gap of time]
•Geography Gap [the gap of space/distance]
•Cultural Gap [the gap of customs]
•Linguistic Gap [the gap of language]
•Literary Gap [the gap of writing]
•Supernatural Gap [the gap of inspiration]

•Now let’s continue our Inductive Bible Study together, picking
up from last week’s observations of Acts 2:42-47. Have everyone
open Acts 2:42-47 (YouVersion is a good tool here) and get out
the ~25 observations that your group made from this passage…
•Interpretation is discovering answers about the observations
that you made. Last week, you most likely observed some words
that may need to be explained some more, so that we can
discover what the author of Acts (Luke) meant by what he
wrote. Fortunately for us, there are many research tools that can
help us understand the meaning of some of these words. Using
the tools at the back of this guide, assign a person to read/show
what each word or phrase meant:
• “apostle” (v.43) IVP New Concise Bible Dictionary
• “apostle's teaching” (v.42) New Testament Survey
• “breaking of bread” (v. 42, 46) Nelson's New Testament Survey
• “selling property & possessions” (v. 45) IVP Bible Background
Commentary: New Testament

• “temple” (v. 46) [description] Nelson's Illustrated Encyclopedia of Bible Facts
• “temple” (v. 46) [illustration] Eerdman's Handbook to the Bible
• “homes” (v. 46) Zondervan Bible Dictionary
•Did you any learn anything new about what these phrases
meant to those in the Biblical world? If so, what?
•Now let’s put that together with last week’s observations:
Imagine that someone just showed up to your group for the first
time. As a group, explain and summarize to them what you now
know about Acts 2:42-47, beginning with verse 42.
•Read 2 Timothy 3:16, 2 Peter 1:20-21, and Hebrews 4:12. The
idea behind the Supernatural Gap is that unlike ANY OTHER
book, the Bible is inspired by God and alive! Close your time in
short sentence prayers around the circle, praying that God will
help guide you to understand His word.

Acts 2:42-47 (NIV)
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to
the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe at the
many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. All the believers
were together and had everything in common. They sold property and
possessions to give to anyone who had need. Every day they continued
to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes
and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and
enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their
number daily those who were being saved.
2 Timothy 3:16 (NLT)
All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and
to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are
wrong and teaches us to do what is right.
2 Peter 1:20-21 (NLT)
Above all, you must realize that no prophecy in Scripture ever came
from the prophet’s own understanding, or from human initiative. No,
those prophets were moved by the Holy Spirit, and they spoke from God.
Hebrews 4:12 (NLT)
For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest
two-edged sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and
marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts and desires.
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