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it interpretation: didcovering andwersd

The Repeatgrequired)
\ They are the same, butWEchange, so please discussthese with your group

.!ﬂWe 0r e g avenbygshdrimg God Moments about what He is do-

inginourlives,butsave our prayer reqguesg
Go around and share your God Moments: how have you seen God PNa

i working, either in your life or in the life of another over the past

1 [Share the announcements (on FB thread) with your group]

week? [Leaders: plan for a way to collect prayer requests at the end
then share them with yourPr 6 me | K

1 Is there anything that you want to share that has stood out to you sof*
\y far from the current Point series? ;

Wiy V¥ Y i Y B Y r Y Y

The Reminder(required)
Readthis section briefly to review the Poinfor everyone

7This Weekds Point:
|l tds I nterpretation: Dis

Thi s Weekds Object Lesson:

bridge quiz 3
\ﬂT his Weekds Bible RIEmethyg¥h & Fo o
Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker

r ‘ who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the
. word of truth. (NIV) "



The Reflectlon(requwed)
Discussthese to go deeper, and more personal, into applying the Point

ﬂHave you ever been to (or on) an |mportant or |mpreSS|ve bridge?

TWhat are the three steps of Inductive Bible Study? [obs./interp./app.]
How woul d you define ointerpret
\ 1Read 2 Timothy 2:15. How does this passage relate tointerpretation?

r 1To interpret the Bible, we must first determine what the author in-

‘ tended it to mean to his original audience before we can determine
( what it means to us. Interpretation is bridging gaps between the Bibli-§
cal world and ours! To review, exp/ain each of the following interpre- g
tive gaps, then discuss why and how it is importantto bridge this gap [
(you will probably need the notes athible.com/events/49273698 ): |
1Chronology Gap [the gap of time]

1Geography Gap [the gap of space/distance]

qCultural Gap [the gap of customs]

qLinguistic Gap [the gap of language]

qLiterary Gap [the gap of writing]

TSupernatural Gap [the gap of inspiration]

e P

ﬂFOF this whole month of Pacficeim
ductive Bible Study on one passageHave everyoneopen Acts 2:42-
47 and get out the poster with ~25 observations that your group
made from this passage last week. Interpretation is discovering an-
swers about the observations that you made. Last week, you most
likely observed some words that may need to be explained some
more, so that we can discover what the author of Acts (Luke) meant ;
by what he wrote. Fortunately for us, there are many research tools :,s;f
that can help us understand the meaning of some of these words. ‘
Using the tools at the back of this guide assign a person to read to
the group the definition for each word or phrase on the next page:

.‘ [NEXT PAGE ]


https://bible.com/events/49273698

The Reflection

0 apost | ase/VP New€bnise Bible Dictionary
Wapostl e' s tuseMewm Testament Survey 4 2 )
wbreaki ng of buseMeBan's New .Testantent Surve
wsel l i ng property use/VP BiblesBackgroum n
Commentary: New Testament
0ot empl eo (v. JséNelsdnd fustrated Epcyclopeda
of Bible Facts
0ot empl ed (v. useEprdmans HandbBookrtoatfie Biblen
0 h o me s O use Xondervadh Bible Dictionary
1Did you any learn anything new about what these phrases meant to
those in the Biblical world? If so, what?

fNow | et ds put that toget heénmgnei t§h
that someone Just showed up to your group for the first time As a X
group, explain and summarize to them what you now know about
Acts 2:42-47, beginning with verse 42.

)!M'\_D)!M \

ARead 2 Timothy 3:16, 2 Peter 1:20-21, and Hebrews 4:12. The idea S

behind 7he Supernatural Gapis that unlike ANY OTHER book, the .'\,
Bible is inspired by God and alive! Close your time in short sentence 8
prayers around the circle, praying that God will help guide you to

understand His Word.
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claimed to follow him (1 Cor. 1:11f.;
3:4-6), and Tit. 3:13 shows he
embarked on another journey. He has
been suggested as the author of
Hebrews, but it is not proven.

APOSTASY. In classical Greek, a
technical term for political revolt or
defection. 2 Thes. 2:3 uses the word to
describe the great rebellion against
God which is a sign of the end of the
world. It is falling from faith or from
God (1 Tim. 4:1; Heb. 3:12), which
may be encouraged by false teachers
(Mt. 24:11). Restoration after
deliberate apostasy is said to be
impossible (Heb. 6:4-6; 10:26f.).

/APOSTLE. The word derives from a

common Greek verb ‘to send’, but
there are few occurrences outside the
NT where it means ‘a person sent’. In
the NT, however, it occurs over 80
times, and is applied to Jesus as the
‘sent one’ from God (Heb. 3:1); to
those sent in the past by God to preach
to Israel (Lk. 11:49); and to those sent
on missions by the churches (2 Cor.
8:23).

Primarily, however, it refers to the

12 men whom Jesus commissioned to
be with him 0 nreach heal and

_encourage (Mk. 3: i3-19) Their main

functlon was to witness to Iesus ,and

mtlmate knowledgg hard gxpenena}
and intensive training (Mk. 8:27ff.)..

They also witnessed his resurrection
(Acts 1:22), wh1ch made them effect-
ive witnesses to his Person; he himself
commissioned them for a world-wide
witness empowered by the Holy Spirit

e

24

(Acts 1:8). In Jn. 14-17, this witness is
said to be the Spirit’s own witness
(15:26f.); he will remind them of Jesus’

words (14:26), guide them into all
truth and reveal to them the glory of

Jesus (16:13-15). Their witness is thus

not left to their memories but to the
Holy Spirit.

For this reason they were regarded
as the pillars (Gal. 2:9) or foundation
(Eph. 2:20) of the church, its doctrine
and fellowship. They are to be
assessors at the final judgment (Mt.
19:28), their names carved into the
structure of the heavenly city (Rev.
21:14). Their ministry was accom-
panied by spectacular signs (Acts
8:14ff.). Peter betrayed a fundamental
principle he had previously accepted,
and was rebuked by a colleague (Gal.
2:11f.).

The NT has little to say about them
ruling the church. They investigate
churches which encounter problems
(Acts 11:20-22), but the crucial
Jerusalem Council consisted of elders
as well as apostles (Acts 15:6), and
church government was a distinct gift
exercised by local elders (1 Cor.
12:28f.). The identity of function
which some see between the apostles
and 2nd-cent. bishops is by no means
obvious.

The qualifications for the 12 were a
call by God and witness to the resur-
rection, hence Matthias can replace
Judas (Acts 1:21-26). Although addi-
tional to the 12, Paul can rightly claim
the title by virtue of hls Damascus road
“call and vision of the nsen Jesus (1Cor.
9:1). —
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THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CHURCH: ACTS 1:1 TO 8:3 241

and faith in his name. The sermons of Peter and Stephen that are recorded
in this part of Acts were apologetic in character, because they are answers
to challenges that were flung at the preachers by a curious or hostile

anrhaﬁpa

The apostolic preaching was strongly biblical in content. The New \

Testament had not been written at this time, but the addresses were
saturated with Old Testament quotations and prophecies. Peter introduced
his sermon at Pentecost with a long quotation from Joel, and he made
another long quotation from the Psalms to show the Messianic promise of
the resurrection. Stephen’s address was a historical review of the unbelief of
the nation that culminated in the rejection of Jesus. Both the precepts and
the precedents of Scripture constituted the foundation of the apostolic
message.

The burden of this preaching was the necessity of belief in the risen
Messiah, repentance both personal and national, and the receiving of the |
Holy Spirit (2:38). It was accompanied by instruction, so that as the
number of the believers increased, they were bound together in common
knowledge and common action (2:42).

Organization and Leaders

The first church in Jerusalem was not a highly organized body, owning
property and maintaining a strong ecclesiastical system. The apostles,
because of their preaching and teaching functions, were naturally the
teaders, but the government of the church was essentially democratic.
When complaints were voiced that the widows of the Hellenistic Jews were
being neglected in the distribution of daily food, the apostles suggested the
#ppointment of qualified men to oversee this part of the church’s activity.
The choice was made by the “multitude” (6:5), and the new officials were
Suly appointed.

Much has been said about the so-called communism of the early
ghurch, by which a redistribution of goods was made for the benefit of the
poor (2:45; 4:34-35). It is true that the multitude “had all things com-
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NELSON’S NEW TESTAMENT SURVEY

revelations He gave to the apostles from heaven. “The fellowship” refers to
chm‘ing fhin(vm with ather helievers who were all still within liidaism at thig
time. Two distinctive activities marked the fellowship of the early church.
The “breaking of bread” probably included the Lord’s Supper as well as a
meal in connection with that celebration (see 2:46;20:7; 1 Cor. 10:16; 11:23—
25). In prayer the believers praised and thanked God, and interceded for
His glory. The feeling of awe that the obvious working of God in their midst
inspired continued among all the people in Jerusalem. Unity marked the
believers and extended to their sharing their possessions with each other.
They even sold their property and personal possessions to help anyone in
need, thereby demonstrating true Christian love. Daily interaction in the
temple courtyards, hospitality, joy, honesty, praise to God, and the goodwill
of their unsaved neighbors also marked these earliest Christians. God
brought others to salvation and into the fellowship of the church daily.?

B. The Expansion of the Church in Jerusalem (3:1-6:7)

This section of Acts documents the continued expansion of the church
and identifies the means God used to produce growth. In chapters 3-5 the
Christians’ witness brought them into conflict with the Jewish leaders.

External opposition (3:1—4:31). Opposition to the Christians’ message
first came from external sources, particularly the leaders of Judaism. The
healing of a lame man resulted in the leaders of the Jews changing their
attitude toward the disciples from favorable to antagonistic.

The lame man whom Peter and John saw as they entered the temple
was a hopeless case (3:1-5). He lay at the gate called “Beautiful,” probably
either the Corinthian Gate that led from the Court of the Gentiles into
the Women’s Court or the Nicanor Gate that led from the Women’s Court
into the Court of Israel. Peter responded to the crippled beggar’s request
for money by telling him to look at him and John.

Peter then gave him a gift far better than the one the man expected
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ACTS 2:40—3:1

cf. Acts 2:17), but Peter undoubtedly is
thinking of Jewish people scattered
outside Palestine. This universal out-
pouring of the *Spirit was reserved in
the Old Testament for the end time
and was expected to continue through-
out that time.

2:40. Ancient historians edited and
arranged speeches; they did not cite
them verbatim (nor could anyone have
done so unless the speech was short—
rhetoricians sometimes continued for
hours—and the speaker provided the
author his prepared manuscript). Luke
thus summarizes Peter’s point.

2:41-47

The Power of Pentecost

2:41. Considering *Josephus’s esti-
mate of six thousand *Pharisees in all
Palestine, three thousand conversions
to the new Jesus movement in Jerusa-
lem is no small start! The temple
mount had many immersion pools that
worshipers used to purify themselves
ritually; mass *baptisms could thus be
conducted quickly.

2:42. Most special groups in antiquity
ate together (*mystery cults, Pharisaic
fellowships, burial associations, etc.).
Many Greek associations met for com-
munal meals only once a month, how-
ever (contrast 2:46). This earliest
Christian practice of daily meals (later
reduced to weekly) is thus noteworthy.

Table fellowship denoted intimacy,
A;Cf‘

uses here is language that *Pythages

reans and others used for the ideal
utopian community. Those who hawe
argued that the early *church made &
mistake in 2:44-45 are thus reading
their own views into the Bible, no#

hearing Luke’s message, because Luk&™
portrays this radical lifestyle as the re==®

sult of the antnonrine of the *Snirit

Some Jewish groups, like the gr-oip"
that lived at *Qumran, followed the

Pythagorean model and turned all theis

possessions over to the leaders of the®
community so they could all withdraw &
from society. That is hardly the case’

here, although the economic sharing is
no less radical. The early Christians ac-
knowledge that Jesus owns both them
and their property (cf. 4:32); they sell
off property to meet needs as they
arise (4:34-35) and open their homes as

meeting places for fellow Christians
(2:46). These actions do not reflect an
*ascetic ideal, as in some Greek and’
Jewish sects, but instead the practice of

radically valuing people over posses- |

sions. Such behavior reportedly con-
tinued among Christians well into the
second century, and it was long ridi-
culed by pagans until pagan values fi-
nally overwhelmed the *church.

'Al’v—;-]_b T\—llll./l\r.’ 0
best public places to gather, and people
often congregated there. There were
hours of public prayer at the morning

and evening offerings (3:1).
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— V. The New Testament Era. In 47 B.C.,
Julius Caesar selected Herod Antipater, a Jew
of Idumea (the area south of Judea), to be gov-
emor of Judea. His son, Herod the Great, in-
nerited the position and called himself “king
of the Jews.” Realizing the history of unrest
among the people, Herod wanted to gain their
favor and faith in some way. To do this, he an-
mounced the building of a third temple at
derusalem. Priests specially trained in con-
struction skills did much of the work to make
sure the new building followed Moses’ floor
plan. Most of the construction was completed
m about 10 years (ca. 20—10 B.C.), but not all
was finished until about A.D. 60. (In fact, some
scholars feel the new temple had not been
Seampleted at the time Jerusalem fell to the Ro-
sman general Titus in A.D. 70.) Most worship
Retivities occurred here.
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#el, many Jews foui d themselves too far
Bom Jerusalem to worship there. Did this

Wean that they were not able to worship at all?
Y no means! Ratt 27 the

i of local synagc zue w

Qi Testament uses the wora synagogue oply_

b ]

WESTERN WALL, JERUSALEM. The holi-
est shrine in the Jewish world is the western side of
the wall that Herod the Great built to enclose his
temple area. The wall is called the “Wailing Wall”
1ere to
‘more, leg-
non the
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